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an injury. Christ's law therefore ceases in many cases
to be serviceable as a rule of life. But if this were so

in all cases, it would not therefore lose its value.    The

>

First Law of Motion is still the foundation of mechanics,
although 110 body in the universe was ever actually in
the condition that law supposes. Christ's law may be
no longer au invariable law for action, but it is an in-
variable law for feeling and for motive. Instead of
abstaining from prosecution it may now be a positive duty
to prosecute, but it must no longer be a pleasure to
prosecute. The prosecution that duty dictates is exter-
nally the same act as the prosecution prompted by selfish
revenge, but essentially it is a totally different act. That
this essential difference is now clear, and that it is appli-
cable to practice, is one abiding effect of Christ's law.
Nor is prosecution inconsistent with kindness. Punish-
ments may once more, since the Church became recon-
ciled to the State, have become Christian acts and may
have their use, and discharge in some cases the same
functions that Christ intended to be discharged by passive
tolerance. The sense of a rule higher than self-interest
may be roused sometimes by severity, sometimes by un-
expected gentleness, sometimes by the mixture of both.
But though the prohibition of severity must now be con-
sidered as taken off, yet the emphatic recommendation of
gentleness remains. It remains a duty in all cases where
such a course is likely to succeed to endeavour by every
act of kindness consistent with duty to the public to
point out to the rude and heathenish heart c the more
excellent way of charity.'